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Hosted by The Royal Society of Chemistry - one of the World's
leading science communities
Originated from "Top of the Bench" held in the UK for over 20 years
Team-based competition with different grades of students
Preliminary round (written test) and final round (experiments)
Participants of the final round have the chance to attend some of the

world's top science activities

Organizer: Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC: www.rsc.org)
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Royal Society of Chemistry
Rising Star China Chemistry Challenge (RSC3)

Introduction

The Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC), with headquarters in central London, was awarded the
Royal Charter in 1848.

The RSC was merged together from four famous British chemistry institutions-the Chemical
Society, the Society for Analytical Chemistry, the Royal Institute of Chemistry and the Faraday
Society. RSC now has more than 30,000 members, and has brought together more than 130
famous scientists and chemical researchers. RSC is one of the world's most in_uential chemistry
academic organizations.

The chemistry competition "Top of the Bench" hosted by the RSC is the oldest and most well-
known chemistry competition of its kind in the UK.

This competition is academically organized and judged by the RSC with results fully recognized by
the RSC. Participants of the national final have the chance to attend some of the world's top
scientific activities.
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Competition Rules

Language: English



Team Rules: The competition requires a team of 4 people to work together as a unit. Each team
must have 2-4 lower grade students (AP/IB Grade 10, GCSE or other equivalent grades), and 0-2
higher grade students (AP/IB Grade 11, AS-Level, or other equivalent grades).

We encourage an equal number of higher and lower grade students.

Preliminary: Written test

This examination lasts for 40 minutes and consists of 100 multiple choice questions. The
examination includes 3 different levels of questions - easy, medium and difficult.

Each level of questions has different scores. Answering all questions in 40 minutes is unlikely,
therefore students are encouraged to work efficiently as a team to get the most correct answers.
For wrong answers, points will be deducted from the result.

Final: Experiments

* The top 60 teams from the preliminary round are invited to attend the final competition

+ 30 teams are chosen from the top 6 teams from each competition region and the other 30 teams
are selected according to the national ranking list.

* The final examination includes 3 rounds of experiment-based challenges with each round lasting
for 90 minutes. Each round focuses on different topics, such as experiment design, scientific
phenomena presentation etc. Judges will grade teams on every experimental step.
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Competition regional division

¢ Eastern China: Shanghai, Zhejiang, Jiangsu

¢ Southern China: Guangdong, Guangxi, Fujian, Hainan, Hong Kong, Macao

¢ Western China: Chonggqing, Sichuan, Yunnan, Guizhou, Shaanxi, Gansu, Qinghai, Tibet,
Ningxia, Xinjiang

* Northern China: Beijing, Tianjin, Heilongjiang, Jilin, Liaoning, Shanxi, Shandong

¢ Central China: Hunan, Hubei, Anhui, Jiangxi, Henan
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Awards
Preliminary:
» Gold: Finalists (30 teams from the top 6 from fivecompeting regions and 30 teams from the

national overall ranking list)

* Silver: Top 15%

* Bronze: Top 30%

* Regional honorable award: Regional Top 10

Final:

* National awards for 1st, 2nd and 3rd

» National top 10 teams awards

» National competition participation awards

(All the final competitors will have the opportunity to attend the London International Youth Science
Forum (LIYSF).)



